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dish the catheter can be kept perfectly straight and a
minimum amount of solution is required to keep it sub-
merged. The vessel being long and flat it may be kept by a
patient’s bedside without fear of upsetting it, and the shallow 
depth combined with the absence of angles renders the dish I
very easily cleansed and sterilised. A label may be attached 
to the handle or the patient’s name may be written directly
in ink or pencil on the lid. The dishes will serve for all
forms of flexible catheters or bougies and may also be used
for drainage tubes. They are manufactured of iron, enamel
ware, glass, or porcelain, and may be obtained from Messrs. 
Reynolds and Branson of Leeds at a small cost.
H. DE PAIVA B. VEALE, L.S.A. Lond.,
Late House Surgeon General Infirmary, Leeds.
A MODIFIED UTERINE SOUND.
THE many dangers incidental to the use of the ordinary 
uterine sound, even in skilful hands, may, I think
be avoided by the use of the instrument depicted
in the illustration. The various manipulations for
. ; which the sound in its original form has been
found so useful can be equally effected and with -
out danger by its use in the modified form.
During the operations for vaginal or abdominal
hysterectomy it will be found useful for lifting the
uterus or deflecting it to either side or carrying it
, 
to the front or back. The sound is constructed
of flexible copper, plated, with the addition of a
metal disc on which the os and cervix rest; this 
I
- 
is placed two inches from the point, thus making 
/ it impossible to penetrate the fundus (the weight
of the uterus being borne by the disc and not by the
point), which was a serious fault of the original
instrument. The entire sound being made of
metal can be easily sterilised, while the handle
being pear-shaped will afford additional power in
manipulation (more especially in operation cases)
’ 
and be found more comfortable to the hand than
the older form. Messrs. Arnold and Sons,
London, are the makers.
Cheltenham. ALEXANDER DUKE, F.R.C.P.Irel.
A NEW AN&AElig;STHETIC BOTTLE.
DR. FREDERIC HEWITT has asked us to draw the atten-
tion of our readers to a new and efficient bottle for ether,
chloroform, and allied substances. It is the invention of
Mr. Irwin, of 4, Cottage-grove, Stockwell, S.W., from wh(
bottles of various sizes (6 oz., 12 oz., and 18 oz. capacit
may be obtained. The stoppers are made of a special alloy
and each one is ground into the glass neck of its bottle, so
that a very accurate fitting results. In placing the stopper
in its bottle it has simply to be turned a little and the
projecting metal rod shown on the left hand side of the
stopper in the illustration wedges more and more tightly under
the metal arm carried by the collar round the neck of the
bottle. In this simple way perfect accuracy of fitting is
secured and the stopper cannot be dislodged until it is
released by turning it back. Dr. Hewitt has tried the
system for three months and finds that it works well.
Each bottle is supplied with a leather case, which has the
advantage of being lighter than the wooden case generally
used.
FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
COMMISSIONERS IN LUNACY.
THE fifty-second annual report of the Commissioners in
Lunacy provides the usual statistical review of the certified
insane in England and Wales and a critical retrospect of
the different institutions set apart for the care and treatment
of those afflicted with mental disease. The total number of
persons of unsound mind under the supervision of the
Lunacy Commission on Jan. lst, 1898, was 101,972, being an
increase of 2607 over that of the previous year. Figures like
these are warranted to arouse a feeling of anxiety in the
public mind, and at first sight it would appear that the
malady is tightening its grip upon the community. The
statistics are no doubt disquieting, but if we accept the views
of the Commissioners, set forth in the special report issued
last year, as correct, the increase is more apparent than real.
The Commissioners attributed the higher numbers to various
causes, amongst others the increase in the general popula-
tion, a gradually diminishing death-rate in the institutions
under their control, and an enhanced tendency on the part
of relatives and others to send senile cases to the asylums for
treatment. These and certain other influences undoubtedly
account in a large measure for the increase, but it is more
than questionable whether they account for all. It would be
well if the Commissioners could see their way to include in
their statistical returns a table showing the number of first
cases in which the insanity developed itself within three
months before admission. There ought to be no difficulty in
compiling such a table ; it would unquestionably prove a
surer means of gauging the actual rate of freshly occurring
insanity than some of the theoretical methods so frequentlv
employed. The table itself could not fail to be a valuable
addition to the statistical returns presented from year to year,
some of which, we regret to say, are absolutely useless and
only serve to cumber the pages of the blue-book. The actual
increase above notified is caused mainly by a large increment
in the pauper class-viz., 2486. There were 124 more private
patients and 3 fewer criminal lunatics. The ratio of regis-
tered insane to the population on Jan. 1st, 1898, amounted
to 32-48 per 10,000, a differential increase of 0-48 on last
year’s ratio. According to the Commissioners’ figures
in the year 1859 1 person in 536 was insane, whereas this
year it is computed that 1 person in 308 is of unsound
mind.
The ratio per cent. of the pauper insane to paupers of all
classes is perhaps the fairest test for determining the pre-
valence of insanity in the community, for the actual pauper
population is known and the number of pauper insane within
the cognisance of the Lunacy Board embraces, with but few
exceptions, the total number of pauper insane in the country.
The ratio of paupers to the population is fairly stationary,
but there has been a gradually progressive rise in the ratio
of pauper lunatics to paupers of all classes during the last
decade. The ratio in 1889 was 9 25 per cent.; in 1898 it
stands at 11-08 per cent. This represents an actual increase
in the ratio of pauper lunatics to paupers of all classes of
1-83 per cent. during the two years, but, according to the
official view, as before explained, the increase is mainly due
to accumulation and to the gathering within the official net
of numbers of the class described as "unregistered lunatics,"
